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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

As the needs in Howard County continued
to grow, Bridges to Housing Stability rose
to the challenge in Fiscal Year 2025. This
year, we expanded our Permanent
Supportive Housing program for people
with disabilities by an impressive 64% and
sustained the momentum of our five other
impactful programs. We also added two
new condominiums to the Bridges Alliance,
bringing the total to 60 affordable homes
for local families.

In addition, we welcomed four new
members to our Board of Directors,
strengthened our advocacy efforts for
more affordable housing, and, as part of
the Coalition to End Homelessness,
contributed to drafting the updated
five-year Strategic Plan to End
Homelessness—The Path to Zero.

Despite these significant accomplishments,
the ongoing housing crisis, rising eviction
rates, and increasing rents have created
continued challenges. In 2025, for the first
time in five years, the number of people
experiencing homelessness on a given
night in Howard County increased. On top
of this, proposed federal funding cuts
threaten to impact our local efforts even
further. These realities underscore the
importance of our mission and reinforce
that our work is far from over.

Every person we serve has a story. At
Bridges, we are committed to making a
meaningful, positive difference in the
lives of each individual and family we
support. I invite you to take a few
minutes to review the full report and see
the impact we’ve made together.

We are deeply grateful for our
supporters—our dedicated staff, board
members, and volunteers—who make
this work possible. Together, we continue
to strive toward providing a path to
self-sufficiency by preventing and
ending homelessness through affordable
housing solutions and strong advocacy
in Howard County.

Homelessness and housing instability
touch every part of a person’s life. For
me, there is no more vital work than
ensuring everyone in our community has
a safe and stable place to call home.

With tremendous gratitude for your
support,

Jennifer Broderick, Executive Director



Our Commitment in Action

Our Mission

To provide a path to self-sufficiency to prevent and end homelessness through
affordable housing solutions and advocacy in Howard County, Maryland.

Our Impact in FY25

In partnership with our supporters, colleagues, and community members, Bridges:
Served 900 individuals in 305 households, including 453 children
Served 228 female-headed households
Served 37 Seniors
Served 123 individuals with disabilities
Rehoused 134 households
Provided 60 affordable rental homes

Spent $1,139,440 on housing stability assistance for households earning low income

“Bridges helped us a lot.

They put us on the right

path. They changed our
lives, totally”

Mohamed, a Family
Home Start client




Our Focus on Long-lTerm
Housing Stability

Our Vision: To Champion the Eradication of Homelessness

Bridges believes that housing is the key to a household's stability. Whether resolving the
issue of homelessness or preventing a household from becoming homeless, our goal
goes beyond crisis intervention - our approach and mission focuses on long-term

housing stability for our target populations.

Our Long-Term Impact in FY25

Helped 48 households remain in stable housing with Permanent Supportive Housing and
Eviction Prevention
Provided 18,150 hours of case management
Held 10 Circle of Support sessions
Held 4 Tenant Success Program sessions

Of the Bridges clients rehoused in FY24, 92% remained stably housed after 12 months.

"Bridges provided me with
housing, and gave me enough
time to focus on saving, learning
to budget, and being

disciplined...Bridges was my
foundation.”

Bernard, a Guilford House
client




35 Years of Serving the Community

1992: CCH purchases
its first condo

2006: CCH receives the
first HoCo Family
Stabilization (FS) Grant to
permanently house 10
families

2009: CCH becomes
Bridges to Housing
Stability

2013: HoCo launches the
Coordinated Entry System
with Bridges as a partner,

and Bridges launches

Housing Stability Subsidy

Program

2016: Landlord
Engagement (now
Housing Connections) is
launched

2020: Bridges provides
essential services
in the pandemic
and spends over
$500,000 on
housing assistance

2024: Family Home Start
Program is launched to

serve families in Howard
County public schools

1990: Churches Concerned
for the Homeless (CCH) is
formed.

1999: CCH has served 14
single women and
expands the staff to 5

2008: The FS grant
expands to 21 families
before the CCH office is
destroyed in a fire

2010: Howard County's
first Plan to End
Homelessness is

created with Bridges as

a key partner

2014: Bridges Alliance
and Shelter Diversion
are launched

2019: New Plan to End
Homelessness, Alliance
has 40 tenants, and
Bridges serves 696
people

2022: Help End
Homelessness Howard
County is donated to
Bridges

“Iam very proud to be part of
Bridges to Housing Stability. In
addition to providing
affordable housing to families,
we help people improve with
support for training and
education, and specific
individual needs. It is very
heartwarming to see the
happiness in so many
successes.

Patrick Curran, Chairman
of the Bridges to Housing
Stability Board of
Directors



How We Serve

Coordinated Entry System Programs

Our Rapid Rehousing program works with clients to find housing in 45 days or less,
provides short-term housing subsidies and intensive case management, and helps clients
access services to support their housing stability.

Our Permanent Supportive Housing Program provides subsidies to chronically homeless
Howard County residents, often with disabilities, who have exhausted all other housing
services in Howard County and are unable to secure affordable, stable housing.

Affordable Rental Programs

Bridges owns or operates 61 properties in Howard County, rented to households earning
low to moderate incomes at below-market rents. The Bridges Alliance program rents to
households earning 30-60% of the area median income, while the Help End Homelessness
Howard County rents to households earning 30% or less than the area median income.

Move-In Assistance Programs

Our Housing Connections program works with landlords and low to moderate income
Howard County residents to support both parties during the tenancy search and initial lease
term, providing benefits to both landlords and Howard County residents experiencing
additional barriers to housing.

Our Family Home Start program, launched in 2024, provides a security deposit guarantee,
first month's rent, housing search resources, and short-term case management to families
experiencing homelessness who have children in Howard County's public schools.

Transitional Housing Programs

Guilford House is a transitional home for formerly incarcerated men operated with the
Howard County Department of Corrections. Residents pay half of their income into savings
to build a nest egg for when they leave the program. Since launching in 2019, participants

have collectively saved over $78,000.

Serenity House launched in 2024 to serve survivors of human trafficking and survivors of
domestic violence, and currently has its first resident.



Supporting Journeys to Stability

Circle of Support

Our Circle of Support program provides
supportive services and resources to our tenants
on their journey to self-sufficiency. Past
workshops have focused on health,
homeownership, budgeting, debt, savings and
investing, credit building, and employment.

O

Rent Reporting Program

Our new rent reporting program allows our tenants
to report positive rent payments to the major
credit bureaus, helping them to build credit that
will increase their credit score and access to
wealth and asset opportunities.

Tenant Success Program

Our Tenant Success Program certification
program teaches clients how to be successful,
stable renters. Attendees learn the necessary

skills fo become and remain desirable tenants to
landlords and confidently manage housing issues
appropriately.

"The client and her son were
amazed by all the resources
available at the Tenant Success
Program event. One key takeaway
for him was the importance of
posture and presentation when
showing up for an interview, as
highlighted by our Employment
Specialist.

After the event, he was motivated
to update his driver's license and
resume with our Employment
Specialist and he soon applied for
ajob. He's currently employed and
really enjoys being able to help his
mom around the house with bills."

Client Testimony
provided by Danielle
Winston, Lead Housing
Advocate and Tenant
Success Program Lead



Simple Luxuries:
Chris and
Cierra's Story

Sometimes, the simplest thing can seem luxurious, like having a bedroom with a door
that can close after spending years living in motels with a family of six. Cierra, her
husband Chris, and their four children lived that existence. Now, thanks to help from
Bridges' Family Home Start program and a host of others, the family has a
three-bedroom apartment in Columbia and a fresh start in life.

The family's troubles began with a broken water pipe on the second floor of their
rented townhouse six years ago. The landlord made repairs, but the repairs were
shoddy and just two months later, as she was about to give birth to her youngest, it
happened again. They asked to move to another unit, but the landlord refused and they
had to get out.

As a full-time mother of four children, one with chronic medical problems, Chris was the
sole earner in the household. But then Chris lost his job of 15 years, and Cierra
experienced a very difficult birth, with the baby on oxygen for a year. They got

temporary help from the Community Action Council and lived at a motel in Ellicott City.

Chris found a better job, Cierra found work, and the kids were in school - until the motel

owner sold the property to a developer. This time, the family moved to an
extended-stay motel for six months until Bridges helped them move into a new home.

Through the Family Home Start program, Bridges provided the security deposit, first

month's rent, and a Welcome Home basket of household supplies to get the family back
on track.

In the end, it all paid off.
"We love it. We absolutely love it. I can't believe it's ours!

!



Your Support in Action

Bridges relies on the generous support of
our community members to help us fill
the gap so families can find and remain in
safe, stable, affordable housing.

Volunteers provide critical help delivering
school supplies, Thanksgiving baskets
and holiday gifts, answering and making
phone calls, organizing our Welcome
Home supplies, helping with
administrative and event support, and
even decorating our office.

In FY25, the Howard County community provided:

82 children with school supplies

86 households with Thanksgiving Baskets

24 households with holiday gifts

67 households with Welcome Home Baskets and essential household supplies
63 households with gift cards and bus passes

27 employment coaching sessions

1,512 hours of volunteer services, valued at $52,602

In-Kind Donations Provided By:

Amy & Patrick Curran Emmanuel United Methodist
Angela DeVietro Church
BFJ Financial Fairway Hills Golf Club
Boy Scouts Pack 61 Faithful Circle Quilters Guild
Bridgeway Community Church First Presbyterian Church of
Building Families for Children Howard County
CareFirst BlueCross Girls on the Run
BlueShield Golftec
CB Flooring, LLC Jean Maase
Columbia Democratic Club Kathi Roux Estes

KBR, Inc.

Mission BBQ
Neighbor Network
Oakland Mills High School
POMS
Pearl Smiles Dental
Prepare for Success
Refocus Portrait Studio
Turf Valley Resort
Victoria + Albert Salon
Village Green Spirit Shop



Financial Position

Income Expenses

29% 19

6.4% 3%

7.1%

21.6%
67.4%
90.6%
Operating Grants $2,258,715 B Programs: $3,010,740
Rental Income: $722,432 Administration: $211,778
B Donations: $239,050 B Fundraising: $99,890

Events: $97,077

Interest & Other Income: $32,423 Total Expense: $3,322,408

Total Income: $3,343,907

Financial results are not yet audited.
Depreciation and acquisition closing costs have been removed from expense
calculations. Bridges to Housing Stability received an additional $721,534.25 in
acquisition funding in FY25.

Assets at End of Year: $10,278,743



FY 25 Board of Directors

Executive Committee
Patrick Curran, Chairperson (Resource
Development Committee Chair)

Dr. Reid Spearman, Ph.D., Vice-Chairperson

(Board Governance Chair)
Ruth Hoang, Treasurer
(Finance & Real Estate Committee Chair)
Dona Oldfield, Secretary

Board Members
Kathy Bernetti
Gail Pollard Clark
Dr. Katrina Fowlkes
Wagqas Hussain
Sara Johnson (Program Committee
Chair)

Dr. Rogers Lewis, M.D.
Kelly McLaughlin
Toniann Mendelzon
Mary Jean (MJ) Pethick

FY 25 Bridges Staft

Leadership Team

Bola Afolabi, Director of Homeless Services

Emily Brandon, Donor Relations &
Fundraising Manager
Jennifer Broderick, LCSW, Executive
Director
Kristin Brehon, LMSW, Director of
Operations
Sarah Hicks, Affordable Housing Program
Manager
Meagan Lohin, HR-Office Manager
Shakeria McMahan, Rapid Rehousing
(RRH) Program Manager

Staff Members

Sarai Colon, Development & Program
Associate
Terry Crawford, Bookkeeper
Ginger Ernest, Housing Advocate
Kike Fisher-Akinyemi, Housing Advocate
Jasmine Franklin, Housing Advocate
Rysmaelle Rene, Program Assistant
Renee Roberts, Housing Advocate
Chrissy Wilson, Volunteer Coordinator
Danielle Winston, Lead Housing Advocate
Isabella Yusimova, Senior Accountant



FY 25 Community Supporters

We sincerely thank our community for your ongoing support, which has played a key role in
helping us ensure our clients have access to safe, stable, and affordable housing. Your
generosity and dedication allow us to keep making a real difference in Howard County, MD.

Business Supporters

Goldin Group
APL Federal Credit Union
Target
AssuredPartners
Sheehy Toyota of Laurel
VRG LLC
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
BGE, an Exelon Company
The Howard Hughes Corporation
Woori America Bank
Andrews Equipment Company
Baltimore-Washington Financial Advisors
Reno & Cavanaugh, PLLC
Bob's Discount Furniture
CB Flooring, LLC
Backswing Golf Events

Wegmans
Applebees
Financial Foundations, Inc. Cou nTY Government
Absolutely Perfect Catering SUppOI‘TGI‘S
Allen + Shariff
Offit Kurman The Office of County Executive Calvin Ball
Dresner Group Howard County Department of Housing
Slack Funeral Home, PA and Community Development
Office Movers Express Howard County Department of

Community Resources and Services



FY 25 Community Supporters

Faith Community Supporters Non-Profit, Foundation, and

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church Service Orgqnlzqnon

Channing Memorial Church Supporters
Christ Episcopal Church
Church of the Resurrection HCAR Cares
Columbia Baptist Fellowship Columbia Town Center Rotary Club
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Cattail Chase Races, Inc.
Glen Mar United Methodist Church Howard County Real Estate Million Dollar
Kittamaqundi Community Church Club
Linden Linthicum United Methodist Church Community Foundation of Howard County
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church Horizon Foundation of Howard County
New Hope Lutheran Church Vermont Community Foundation
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Live Give Run Foundation
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Pledgeling Foundation
Saints TowerCares Foundation
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Columbia Cares Foundation

Ellicott City Rotary Club
Columbia Democratic Club
Wheatfield Women's Association
Neighbor Network

A special thank you to the wonderful 245 individual donors in FY25! Together,

you raised $114,068.56 to help us prevent and end homelessness for our
neighbors in need.




