
Mythbusting 
Homelessness
Homelessness is a complex and often 
misunderstood issue that affects individuals 
and families in our community. Myths 
and misconceptions create barriers, but 
knowledge can help build a path to preventing 
and ending homelessness. 

Myth: Homelessness is only an issue in 
cities.
Fact: In 2022, there was a shortage of 7,500 
affordable places available, particularly 
for those with incomes between $30,000 

and $50,000 and seniors earning below $30,000. This 
shortage has grown by about 1,000 units since 2018. 
Annually, at least 500 children in Howard County’s 
public schools will experience homelessness. 

Myth: People experiencing homelessness just 
need to get a job.
Fact: People experiencing homelessness face 
significant challenges in finding employment, 
including a lack of clean clothes, access to 

showers, adequate transportation, childcare, and a 
permanent address. A majority of unhoused people 
in Howard County are working or have a disability 
that limits job opportunities Many also have prior 
incarcerations or gaps in their education. Even if they 
secure a job, low-income positions often do not provide 
enough income to sustain them in Howard County.

Myth: People are homeless by choice.
Fact: Homelessness is rarely a choice. It 
often results from sudden illness, job loss, 
growing debt, or the inability to stay with 
family. Job and housing applications 

are challenging without an address, phone number, 
shower, or clean clothes. People experiencing 
homelessness want safe, affordable housing yet 
barriers and high cost of housing make it difficult to 
secure housing and remain housed.

Myth: People experiencing homelessness are 
criminals, and are dangerous and violent.
Fact: While people experiencing homelessness 
are more likely to be involved with the criminal 

justice system, this is primarily due to many of their daily 
survival needs being criminalized including trespassing 
or loitering. They are also more likely to be the victims of 
violence, rather than the perpetrators.

Myth: People experiencing homelessness 
are addicts.
Fact: Although about one-third of people 
experiencing homelessness suffer from a 
substance use disorder, it is unacceptable 

to generalize and judge the entire group.  In actuality, 
homelessness can often lead to substance abuse. 
Substance use disorders are rarely the sole cause of 
homelessness. Preventing and ending homelessness 
requires community effort, so be kind to the members 
of your community experiencing homelessness

Myth: If we build more affordable housing, 
property values will decrease.
Fact: Research studies into the impact of 
affordable housing on nearby property values 

have primarily concluded that there was either no 
impact or positive impact. A 2022 study of Alexandria, 
VA found affordable housing developments did not 
reduce property values but were also associated with a 
small increase in values. (Source: Urban Institute)
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